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2rnopus: Reverend KRICHARD ZARING advised Latvian Lutheran = .
Crtreh :as 3,000 people in tne NY area but no-
chursh tullding of own. Reverend ZAEINS and o Jeel
ADOLF BLODHIEKS, Chatrwan of Latvian New Parmers T R
and Smallholders:Party, advised no Latvian =~ 7. -
. aommunity as aucln, but activitles primarily in :
mg&nizatimw and caureiy, : Informatlon regarding
- latvian Hew Farwmers ard Swall olders Paxrty and
Cons:ittee for a Free Latvia, in which BLODNIEKS
active, set out, - VILIS HAZNERS, ‘Chatirman of .
Comm.ttee for a Pree Latvia, advised largest )
Lutvlan orzarizations in US are American Latv:la.n’.j
hsgoolat ton and Daugavas Vanagli. American :
‘Latvian Asgoclation is parent body for wmoat
Laotvian orgacizations in U8, - Daugavas Vanagi
o 18 Latvian veteran organization. . HAZNERS advi-ed e
o Couneil of Latvian Organizations in NY i the ~ .
' seritral body for Latvian organizauons in 'NX. wd
about. 30 to 32 Latvian organizations belong to™
~ it, 'TEODORS PETERSONS 1& head of tm Bauncil '
or Latviax Organizations in NY DR i
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' On Hovember 30, 1960, Reverend. RICHARD ‘ZARINS;
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a dagree 1n Theology and from 1938
ar;c Pustor at the Cathedral &t Riga.
) ~z aver Latvla Reveiend ZARINS went
s ofie awdained until 1987 when he was sent
Statea Lo oe the Pastor.of the Latvian
(n Mew York. He stated that a gear or o
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s ftor e 1.omives in wie United States, the Displaced
Fo8ons 4Lt wus passed znd a large numder of Latvians
2u¢E ED Toe Uailted Stabes 80 tual ne Tiow has 3,000 "souls”

u-yc,npd ZARINS rtated the 7harch as.yet has no
‘s own and Hes only the house at“654 Second
e 3ervices are held at tne .Svedish

feverend CARLS stated that tiere {8 no Latdan
wep in tne kew York area altiwugh there are
qJons oI LAatvians in various sectionsa such .
‘ivenue and Clarkson Street in Brooklyn,
in EBronx, and in Babylon and Brentwood on
; “eche“J ZARINS stated that activity among. Latvians 1s
vrivariiy o organizations and the church,

tne ehurct ig a focal poinc for the commmumity.
neyolent Suclety appears to be about the

o cion ‘\J.bnollgh \...er‘e are Other Ll.tVi&n
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02»2310“1LLY functions ure held at the
e but the batvians are anly one of many

. : we advised ae had not noted an; speciric efforts
5¥ the Soviets £ Den e;rate the Latvian community althoush
& BIU suza effcrts were poasibly oelng iwade,

gh'f on Dexenter 2, 1960, ALEXANDER OZOLINS, 278
‘Brooklyn, Mew York, Building Kansger, -

lftﬁ Strzev, _ o
Padson Qutld, 436 west 27t¥ Street, New York City, advised = .
t\_r he wu8 Cnalrman of the New Farmers and Smallholders T

Party of Latvia which i1s affiliated with the International
Peasants Union, which, in turm, is active .in the Free
RSurope Coamlttee, He stated that the New Farmers and -
Smalliclders Party of Latvia has a limited . membership and
‘notte rronant form cxleve nrimaril; ap a. political name -

: : Coeew ot vhe Intern o Uiomsl Poasants
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He advised the latvians are acattered throughout
New York City and have no partiscular meeting places,
restaurants, ets. Ha felt the most active Latvian orsmiutioml
were probably the university fraternity groups,

On January 13, 1961, ADOLF BLODNIEXS, Committee
for a Free Lauvia, 7O Fiftn Avenue, New York City, advised

that the largest and moat active latvian organizations

in the United States were the American Latvian Assosiation
undes tne leadership of Professor PETER LEJINS and 3
Daugavas Vanasi which has about 40 branches and a .
nambersiip of about 18,000 Latvian veterans, which
organizations are arti~communist.

BLODNIEKS advised there was no Latvian commmnity
in New York except as existed ir the Latvian. organizatiana
and tiie Latvian Lutheran Chureh,

BLODNIEKS atatad he 4id not know or any uttenptl
or successful efforts ot the Soviets to penetrats latvian
organizations,

BLGDNIEKB said he was the Ohairman of the thvitn
New Parmers and Smallholdsers Party, which he had helped
establish originally. He indisated the organisation is not
active to a great extent in the United States, He is
essociated with and a forwer chairman of the Committee for
& Pree Latvia and L5 a member of the Assembly for Captive
EBuropean Nations. '

o He is the former Prime Minister of latvia and came
~to the United States in 1951, In his book "The Undefeated
‘Nation" pubilished by Robert Speller and Sons Publishers,
Inc., in 1950, BLODNIEKS notes that the Committee. for O
Free latvia was established in New York in July, 1951, due

to the efforts of the late J. FELDMANES, at that time,
Latvian Envoy in ¥Washington and the "benovoloncc of thc
Free Eumdpe Committee, ,

With reference to the Gommittee for a Pr.c Latvin.
BIODNIEKS writesz
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Tre by-laws of the Comnittee for a Pree latvia
stipilate trst 1ts purpose i8 to promote the liberation
of Latvia, to zld snd agslst wherever possible latvian
.exiles adroad, and to render in good faith, whenever called
upon, every approprate aild and avice to the Free Ewrope -
Comumittes in furtherance of its aims towards the l*beration

of the Latvian nation.

: “Membars of tne Committee for a FPree Latviz for
8EVeital yea ] pert’o.n,.ng the great and important task on
behall of Latvia's and her peoples' liberation, and «ll
of them Laiviaa poltichns, public men and cultural worksrs
well-inown In ry homeland prior to its occupation, are thas
following: ALFRED HERZINS, former Minister of Publie
Affairs, and member of Latvian Parliament, KARLIS DZILLEJA,
soclal and cultural worker, well-known author and Secretary
Generszl of tne Latvian Social Democratic Party, VILIS .
HAZRERS, Lalvian Army career officer, mwzber of the Latvian
Qeneral 3taff, veteran of the lLatvian Legion's War st
Communism, milltary writer and editor, cofounder of
large Assoclation of Latvian Veterans Daugavas Vnnagi .
{Falcons of Daugavas kiver); ADOLES YLIVE, member of tns
Latvian Parliament and Governor of tiue Latvian State Benk
for many years; Dr. VILIS MASENS, jurist and diplomat, .
and PAULS RAMANS, jurlst and office mapager of the gommittee.
Mention must be made of the services of the four Yoresyr
merers of the Comnitiee: Dr, RUDOLFS DRILLIS, Dy, EENNO
ABERS, EVALDS PREIV ILLDS and ONUFRIJ RANCANS, Adviux'u
Dl . P Sl}RCJ, DZ‘. - VOLHABS A. RUKPETEBS, M Ilo. hV.
D, MURNIEZS and Rev. R ZARINS

"™ scope of ‘che Comnittee for a Free latvia's
activities 1s wide. It includes gathering and
of informuticn and data pertaining to the Commmit-ocoupied
* Latvia ind submitting of this chécked material to the proper
institutions in this country, to press, governments and
parliamenis of the free countries, Assembly of Captive
European Nations in New York and the leading Latvian centers
in the free world. Also delivering of lectures and speeches
on various occasions belo to the duties of the Committee,
like many memos t0 international institutions and letters to_.
the newspapar editora. Ome should not forget to mntim
alee Sha ,Er:f‘:r'??'.s ‘or. whizh we are broadcaating to our -
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au courant adout the trus nature of political events,
about t:he foce world's. longing for a genuine and lasting
p2ace eihd tic ataniorde of living in the free world which
are ocui of any proporilon ¢» those existing behind the
Iror Cursain. V¥e a.sc tell them about the vigorouw brsath
of frcedom in thisz ccuntry which strengtiens the hepe of
all sabJugated nati~ns insluding Latvians, ,

"We are all serving tie great aim of liberation
of Latvla and her people fmm tha Comunist yoks with our

whole heart and mind,”

B..OD.‘JIEKS 4iso writes that in continuing 1tl
activitiens in exlle, his party, the Latvian New Parmers

_ and Smallinolders Party, recogniges as its idhologloal

foundation the prog= anl adapted at the tims ol Laivia's
independence and 1% recognizes the valituty of the Latvian
conatitution as the supreme law of the republic. He -
states that the 8i.ugzgle for the liberation of lLatvia
is8 the party's basi: task in erile.

BLOINIEKS notes (hat ths party is represented-
in the Insemat onal Peasants Union, He stateas:

Nuny membars of -the Latvian Smallholders Party
having responsible offices are performing important soccial
duties despite the fact -that they have tc earn their living
and thus nave to wori dur their spare time, very often -
making extenalve trips at thair own expense., To t affect
I would lixs, first of all, to mention with gratitude Mr,
ALEXANDER QZOLINS, my deputy in the Party's Central Board
and the Authoriged Repveuntative of the Party in the
United States, who has the keen judgment of an abalyst -
and a dynamic and cordial mind. Likewise, I cannot a
to expreas my gratitude to members of the Central ‘
Meesrs, &, DZIRKALIS, K, KANTIKIEKS Dr A. MUHLENBACHS ,
K. PETERSONS, K., KALNINS, V. and B, MEDWIS, ah
of them duly carrying their burden or work,"

On January 17, 1961, VILIS HAZNERS Ghaimn ot
the Committee for a FPree Latvia, 9th rloor# ﬁh “Avenus,
New York City, advised he has been in the United States
ainer 1G°7°.  Me war a career officer in the Latvian Ammy.
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HAZNERS advised there are approximately 120,030
Latvians now outside of the Soviet Union with.the largest
concentrations in Europe, Australia, Canada, and the
United States. He advised there were about . 29,000 in
hustralia and 16,000 in Canada,

HAZNERS estimated there weré about 9,000 to
12,000 Latvians in the New York area with the largest
concentrations in Bayshors, Brooklyn, and the Brenx, He
advised there was no community of Latvians as such, He
said the Latvians had their most active contacts, social

and political, through their membership in various Latvian
ciubB8 and organizations, He estimated there werw over 100

Latvian organizations in the United States, the bilggest of
which J.s tire American Latvian Assoclation.

‘HAZMBRS adviszed that Professor PETER I&IIRB is
the Chairman of the Americen Latvian Association and
ALBATS is the 3ecretary-General of the organiution,
whose offlces are locajed at 7027 Kenyon et, ﬂ.l., .
¥ashington, D.C, HAZI&;RS stated both Professor LEJINS and
-ALBATS are extremely rellable men. This organization is ths
8&;‘:1\3 m for moat of the Latvian organizations in the

e es.

American Latvian Assoseiation in turn is affilisted
with the Latvian World Pederation of whichiProfessor ILEJINS .

i3 the head. Among other mm affiliated with the ‘
Latvian World Pederation are Latvian Fedsration of Ml.dn

and the Latvian Pederation of Aultra.na.

HAZNERS stated t2 second Ln.rgut and wost active

Latvian organigation in the United States is the
Vanagi,a Latvian ¥dwteran &anization. It has about ,

brenchés and AUGUST VANAAZ, 3713 ¥.W. Kedvale Avenve, -
Illinois, is ch;urm of tho organization, HAZNERS is

Vice Presidint;of Daugavas Vanagl. He advised that the
majority of hsads of the hranches zie former carear Latvian
Army officers,. “"mu is an mt&-commist ommtm '

" Mr.. A. vumsncm of the How !ork ‘dranch
or the Dausavu Vumgi He 13 reliable anoordiu to mm

.
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HAZNERS stated that the Council] of lLatvian R

Organizations in New York is the central body Jor latvian = -

organizations -in the New York area ard about 30 or 32 . ’

organizations belong to it, It is anti-Commmist in

character. TEODORS PET=A30NS, a lawyer, is the head

of the organizatien md ho is reliable.

HAZNKRS adviud that the Commmist-inolined :
Latvians are genorany found only among the o kg h-:mtm
whereas almost all Latdan emigres sinss 193 :
anti-Communist, HAZNERS stated that as far as b. can
determine Amsrika Latweetis, & latvian language nmmcr
in Boston, 1ig the center of Commmiat influence ameng = . -
ILatvians in the United States and the » mcm

-

. to be pmocommiat in its news anc¢ outloo

- In New York the Latvu.n Onion or Unity Club ‘on
Lexington Avenue a.ppcm to be the only lcftut-incnmd
Latvian organization in New York, HAZNERS hsd no.
particular lmowledso of the organigation, its m or




